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AN ACCOUNT 


PROCEEDINGS 


Samuel Johnſon: 


- dl 


Who was Irycd at the Kings - Bench - Bar, 
Weſtminſter, For High Miſdemeanour : And 
found Guilty of ;riting and Publiſhin 
Two dSeditious and Scandalous LIBEL 
againit the Government, on Monday the 21th. 
of June. 1686. 


Amuel Johnſon having been Arraigned, upon an Information, for high 
Miſdemeanours, in Writing, Printing, and Publiſhing two Scandalous 
and veditious Libels, Sc. And thereto pleading Nor Guilty ; was, by a 
Rule of Court, brought again to the Court of Xings-Bench, Weſtminſter; 
on Monday, 7:ne the 21th, in Order to take his Tryal , When, as a 

Fury of Knight's and Gentlemen of che Coun y of Surry, being SwornJTthe In- 
formation was tead; the Subſtanke oF which was, Thar he, the Priſoner, had, 
in che Parilh of St. George's Southwark, on the 25th. of May, in the Second Year 
of his Majeſties Reign, malicioufly and deſigaedly Publiſhed two Pernicious, 
Scandalous, and Segitious Libels, to raiſe and ſtir up Sedition and Rebellioa in 
his Majefties Liege-Subjetts,&c. The Title of One being, 4 Humble and Hearty 
Adareſs to all the Proteſtants in the Preſent Army. And the Other , Y7z. Zhe 
Opinion s this, That Reſiſtance mayzbe uſed, in caſe our Religion and Rights ſnould 
be Invaded. Both of which wereTherein ſpecified at large; tending to with- 
draw them from their Duty and Allegiance, and to excite and ſtir up the Soul- 
diers, &c. to Mutiny and Rebelliqn, &c. After this, the Information was, by 
the King's Council, opened to t!fe Fury, as to the Nature and Circumſtances, 
rogether with the evil Conlcqueaces that might attend ſuch bold and dange- 
« rous Attempts : which being rendred largely and exactly as to the Particulars 
mentioned 1n the ſaid Information, wherewith the Priſoner was Charged, they 
proceeded to call-their Witnefſeso prove the FaQt. 

And Firft, Mr. Belamy, at theZhree Bruſhes in Southwark, being Sworn, gave 
Evidence, That coming acquainted, ſometime fince, with the Priſoner; and 
about a Fortnight before Whirſuntide laſt, diſcourſing with him, the ſecond of 
theſe Libels was mentioned ; and ſoon after, he {ent him a Box with ſome 
Rheams of them in.ir, to be diſperſed ; and gave him notice, that he had a ſe- 
cond Paper in the Preſs; and withal, a Caurion nor ro Publiſh thoſe he had 
ſent before, till he had received that which proved to te the former Libel before 
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mentioned. And further,That aboyr fix or eight Months bcfore that, the Priſoner 
had ſent him other [:ibels ro di ; and being thewed rhe Libels mentioned, 
inthe Information, he depoſed” were the tame that had bcen ſent him, His 
Man likewiſe :-92ve Evidenee, That he had rec:ived 2 Box nailed up, but could 
g1VE NO 2ccounr'c!: what'was in it/os to Particulars, : 
Any Whitny, fomerumgs Syrvant to the Pritor.vr, being Sworn, gave Evi- 
dence, Ti: by bet Maſter's or Mireſles Dirclt ion, the was not certain ha 4 
| | 9-7 Os. ſhe 
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ſhe took a Porter, and cauſed him to carry a Box,  kerein one of the Lil cb mn:er;- 
tioned { Viz. the ſecond ) was inclofed ry Mr. Lelamy ; and that the 1:4, 11 the 
like Order, carricd other Papers looſe, ſome of whici were the .iadre'y, Ke, 
And being asked by the Pritoner, how ihe knew that ; her reply was, 1 hat the 
knew it, inſomuch that the had read the Tile, and very well rencmnbred Ke. 
The Porter that carried the Box gave Evidence, that the Maid liad ited Lum 
to carry a Box to the Three Bruſhes, and that the went with lun, and paid 
him according to Agreement, and that he took it up in Spzrrle-fietds. Alter 
this, the Metlenger who ſcarched the Pritoner's Lodging with the Rip!ic 
Honourable the Earl of Sunderia.d's Warrant, being Sworn, gave Eviicnce, 
That he found a Paper in Writing upon a Table or Sheli, w hich appeared 1n 
Court to be part of the Copy, or the Jame With the Paper, Intitul:J, 7he Opzz.- 
on, &c. He Swearing, upon S1ght thereot, that it was the jame he tound in 
che Priſoner's Lodging : Then was the Book of the Veltry, or Varith Aflans 
of St. Pauls Coveat-Garden produced ; wherein the Pritoner lome:unes pait had 
given an Acquittance for Money received, as ar-Atifiant Curate, &c. which 
being compared with the Paper, feeincd not ro differ in the Han4 ; but nv 
other Evidence appearcd in that Caſe, than that the Book had Leen always 
kept in the Veſtry, and for the moſt part under Lock and Key ; and it being 
put to the Priſoner, he did not greatly defiy it : when, tor a further Coniu- 
mation, John Darly a Printer, and his Wite, vw cre Sworn ; the tormer depoſing, 
That he had Printed a Book for the Priſoner from the Manuſcript, and that 
Hand was very like that of the Libel. produced in Court, but he had never 
ſeen him write, and therefore could not be poſitive that that Manuſcript 
was his own Hand : As for his Wife, her Lvidence was, That the Prijuncr pay - 
ing her ſome Money, ſhe had given him an Acquittance, but thar, as ſhc c2n- 
ceived, he wrote all but her Name; tor going up Stairs, he ſoon returned witl: 
an Acquittance, Which ſhe Sublcribed. One Mrs. Caleford and her Husbang, 
who appearcd to be concerned in the management of the Litels, were call. d, 
but the former only appeared, and an Information being exhibited again|t 1.cr, 
ſhe pleaded, Not Grilty. This being whar materially was given in Evidence for 
the King, th: Priſoner had leave to make his Detence ; who after ſome Diſcourſe, 
not pertinent to the matter, alledged, That he had been confined, and had nor 
had gpportunity to prepare for his Defence, as not having leave to go to his 
Council: To which the Court replied, that he had leave upon the Mction made 
on his bchalt, to ſend tor Council, and thatthey ought not to be refuſed com- 
ing to him : Then he urged ſeveral other frivolous matters ; which bcing over- 
ruled by the Court, he procceged to intimate, that he hoped, that feeing he 
was Inditted for a Seditious and Scandalous Libel, &c. the Fury would conſider 
whether thoſe Papers they had heard read, were ſo or no ; but was told, that 
the Jury ought to conſider it only as to the Matter of Fatt, whether he was Guil- 
ty of Writ:ng or Publiſhing them, &c. and that the reſt lay in the kreaft of ihe 
Court to conſider : Thereupon he urged, that though they might be ſear, 
yet it was no Publication, as 1t was laid in the Indi:tmear, becauſe the Box 
was nailed. But being fully anſwacd in that point, and looſe Papers appearing 
Iikew1ſe to be ſent, the Council for the*King ſummed up their Evidence to the 


Jury, none appearing on the behalf of the Priſoner. After which the Court gave - 


the Charge, putting the Priſoner, as well as the Jary, in mind of the great 
Miſchict that ſuch Libels might occaſion : And minded him likewiſe, that ir 
was within a ſmall matter of High Treaſon, an#& might l:ave Leen raiſed to 
that degree, were not the Laws, and thoſe who managed them, tender of 
Lite, Sc. After the Charge was given, thatJury withdiew, and returniny 
within a quarter of an hour, brought in thE/Pfiſoner Guilty of rhe high Mi: 
demeanour, ; 
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